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Be Safe On The Ice!         By Fireman Jason Fedler              

A minimum of 4" of clear solid ice is recommended to support an average person’s weight. What 
may seem to be safe ice in one area can be very thin and dangerous in another.  Factors that    
contribute to deteriorating ice conditions include temperature, rain, wind, movement of water 
and vegetation.   
 
Wildlife starting to migrate back to the area will also agitate the water enough to keep areas of 
open water from freezing which will lead to thinner ice formations from overnight cold             
temperatures.  As I said, what may seem to be safe in one area can quickly change in                  
another.  Also, docks and tree limbs in the water act as heat sinks for the sun which will quickly 
deteriorate the ice in and around that area.   
 
So what should you do if you go through the ice?  First protect your airway and control your 
breathing.  If you fall into cold water your body’s natural reaction is to gasp, which is a response 
called torso reflex.  So it is important to prevent aspirating water into your airway.  Next, control 
your breathing and go back towards the ice the way you came.  That was the last strongest point 
of ice that held you so that is the safest way to get out.  If you have them, use a set of ice picks or 
awls to help pull yourself out of the water and roll away from the hole.   
 
Water cools the body 25 to 30 times faster than it does in the air, so it is important to get out as 
quickly as possible and get to the safety of a warm dry area and remove your wet clothing as soon 
as possible.  If you can’t get out, try to get your body out of the water as much as possible and use 
a whistle or start yelling to signal for help as loud as you can.  If you see someone in distress it is 
important to call 911 immediately to get help on the way.   
 
We have specialized equipment and suits that allow us to enact a 
rescue in a safe and timely manner.  It is important to not to try to 
enact a rescue yourself because in turn you could create a more 
dangerous situation for not only the victim but for yourself as well. 
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LAKE MANAGEMENT   Chair: Lynn Wilbur   692-9770     

NOMINATING   Chair:  Linda Snell     692-9855 

BYLAWS   Chair: Kelly Pauley     326-8083       

FINANCE   Chair: Frank Musso 

 

2018 CLIA AD HOC COMMITTEES 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS   Chair:  Frank Gabianelli   531-4121 

BUILDING RENTAL      Chair:  Lynn LeCours   253-9377 

FUNDRAISING / SOCIAL   Chair:  Nora Jepson    260-3390 

ASSOCIATION DATA     Chair:  Lynn Pollock   855-4008 

CLAM EXTRAVAGANCZA   Chair:  Nora Jepson    260-3390     

ICE FISHING TOURNEMENT   Chair:  Rayna Henry    744-4822     

 

CSLAP DATA COLLECTION    Chair:  Richard Snyder     531-4346  

PROMOTIONS     Chair:  Elisa Mussi    222-7064        

GARBAGE TRUCK REDUCTION      Chair:  Lynn Wilbur    692-9770 

INSURANCE    Chair:  Peter Moore     692-8104          

WATER CHESTNUT REMOVAL   Chair:  Gene Henry   744-4768 

WEBSITE MANAGEMENT / E-BLASTS Chair:  Kelly Pauley  522.6330     
John Felicetti 914-441-8266    

FACEBOOK PAGE    Editors:  Elisa Mussi 222-7064 and Sue Roach 445-5106 

PUBLIC RELATIONS   Chair:  Lynn LeCours     253-9377

PRESIDENT                Lynn Wilbur    

VICE-PRESIDENT      Kelly Pauley 

TREASURER              Rayna Henry  

SECRETARY               John Felicetti 

 

2018 CLIA DIRECTORS 

Frank Gabianelli 

Gene Henry 

Nora Jepson 

Lynn LeCours 

Margo Mensing 

Peter Moore 

Elisa Mussi 

Eileen Musso             

Sheila Rappazzo 

Susan Roach 

Linda Snell 

Richard Snyder

Elections:   We had a few changes on the board this year.  We say goodbye and thank you to Tawn   

Malison who has been in charge of our newsletter this past year.  Elisa, who has faithfully  taken on the 

role of secretary for many years, has decided to give that up and participate as a regular board       

member.  Thank you, Elisa for all the time you donated to this organization as secretary. We are very 

happy to welcome John Felicetti, who has graciously agreed to be our new secretary and take over the 

newsletter.  Lynn LeCours is also new to the Board this year, and will be leading our public relations 

efforts.  
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Argyle and Greenwich budget requests  

Applications for lake maintenance for Argyle and Greenwich for 2018 have 

been submitted.  Greenwich has increased its payment from $3,000 to 

$5,000.  Greenwich typically pays its fees in the fall; Argyle pays in the spring.  

Lynn Wilbur submitted the request to Greenwich next year for $5,000 again.  

Lynn also requested an increase from Argyle from 

$7,350 to $9,350. 

Falling fish from the sky!   

Last summer two incidents were reported 

of fish falling from the sky.  A pretty scary 

experience when one hits you on the 

head!  So we wanted to give you a heads 

up (haha).  Fish sometimes manage to 

wiggle their way out of an eagle’s talons, 

hence fish  falling from the sky. 

The winners of the 2017 Ice Fishing 

50/50 Raffle were Judith & Conlin 

from Tully, New York! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Buffer Zone Garden - Eagle Scout Adam Horey 

The Buffer Zone Garden on CLIA’s lake shore property, constructed in early  summer 2016, illustrates ways lakeside 

homeowners can retard soil run-off and establish a barrier to deter geese from settling in along grassy shorelines. By 

midsummer 2017, the embankment and flourishing shoreline garden demonstrated the worth of this action.  

When the Buffer Zone was in the planning stages, Adam Horey was a senior at Greenwich High School. He was  looking 

to partner with a local community on a project - an essential requirement to achieve Eagle Scout Rank. As a youngster, 

he spent many summers swimming and canoeing on Lake Cossayuna, which piqued his interest in this project. He re-

sponded to Lynn Wilbur’s call for volunteers and enlisted his scout troop to work with CLIA  volunteers to construct the 

embankment and plant the shoreline. During the five months he worked on the   buffer zone project with substantial 

help from twenty members of his Scout troop and CLIA volunteers, Adam proved instrumental in the construction of 

the tiered embankment and the planting of mostly indigenous plants.  

Scouting is a big part of Adam’s life, but it is only example of his myriad volunteer efforts. He has mountain biked 

through the Appalachian Mountains, white water rafted on the New River, and participated in    

service projects for impoverished towns in rural West Virginia. He goes much beyond eco-tourism; 

his goal is to take part in projects wherever he lands.  

“I do not believe that farmers and homeowners purposely allow fertilizer to run off their lands. But 

I believe it is the duty of the consumer to use such chemicals safely and effectively. Planting a    

couple of bushes next to a stream has the potential to save the lives of millions of animals effected 

by eutrophication. For this reason I believe that constructing an erosion barrier is one of the most 

simplest and important way individual citizens can help to preserve our planet.”  

Presently Horey is a sophomore at Elmira College, pursuing a dual major in Political  Science and History. After          

graduating he plans to attend William and Mary Law School. After earning his J.D. he aims to join the Army's Judge    

Advocate General Corps (JAG). 5 

Funding on the horizon? 

PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive 

Species Management) funding and 

staffing for a boat inspection station at 

our boat launch is a real possibility for 

next year.  Thanks to Sheila who attended 

PRISM’s meeting  in Albany. 
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Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY  

2018 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  
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