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Cossayuna Lake 
SPRING NEWSLETTER 

CLIA—Celebrating Our 72nd Year! 

A Message from the President             
 

Dear Cossayuna Lake Community, 
 

As the ice finally recedes and the sounds of spring return to our shores, we are thrilled to welcome everyone 
back to another beautiful season on Cossayuna Lake. Whether you are a year-round resident or returning for the 
summer months, we’re glad you’re here! 
 

On behalf of the CLIA, I’d like to thank you for responding so generously to our recent fundraising letter. 
Thanks to you, we’re off to a great start! You can donate by mailing a check to CLIA at PO Box 81, Cossayuna, 
NY 12823, or go right to our website, www.cossayunalake.com. Your contributions are needed to ensure that we 
have the resources necessary to keep our lake healthy for all to enjoy. 
 

We are already planning a fantastic season of activities, so please keep an eye on cossayunalake.com for           
upcoming event dates and updates. We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Memorial Day weekend 
pancake breakfast! It is always a great way to catch up with friends and neighbors after the long winter. 
 

Thank you for your continued dedication to preserving our community. Here’s to warmer weather, clear waters, 
and a wonderful season ahead! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Lynn LeCours 
President, Cossayuna Lake Improvement Association (CLIA) 

 

Our Lake 

http://www.cossayunalake.com/
http://cossayunalake.com/
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Membership                                                                                                                    Bob Reilly, Membership Chair  

Goodbye to ice and snow, and hello to clear water and warm weather! It’s time to put your dock and boat back 
in and it’s also time to renew your membership. It’s easier than ever, and there are many ways to renew your 
membership or join the Association for the first time.  
 

You can use the “all in one” application on page 15 of this newsletter, or you can go 
to our website www.cossayunalake.com, click on the “Forms and Applications” 
menu item, and download and print the 2026 membership form. The form includes 
sections for harvesting sign-up and lake management donations. The earlier we  
receive your application the easier it is for us to plan. Late applications can limit the 
number of individual harvesting passes to your property. 
 

You can also renew your membership, sign up for harvesting and make a donation 
online. Just go to our website www.cossayunalake.com and click on the Online Sign-up menu selection.  Online 
sign-up is quick, easy and secure. We accept credit or debit cards, or you can pay through your PayPal account, 
although having a PayPal account is NOT required to use your credit or debit card.  
 

Your modest one-time yearly membership dues help us to keep the lake clean and supports the many social 
events at our beautiful clubhouse. Help improve CLIA by checking with your friends and neighbors to see if they 
are members. If they are not members, please ask them to join. 
 

Membership is available to anyone living within one mile of our beautiful lake. It allows you to use our new 
beach and dock area near the clubhouse. It also allows you to rent out our pavilion and clubhouse for your      
personal events as well as to rent tables and chairs for events at your own venue. Being a member gives you a 
voice in our association and we would love to hear from you. 
 

Nominations for the August Election                                                 JoAnne Bonacker, Nominating Chair 
 

It’s that time of year again! The Cossayuna Lake Improvement Association (CLIA) is seeking candidates who might 
be interested in serving on the CLIA Board of Directors. We have a great Board and many folks do a lot of good 
things for the lake. We would love to have NEW committed people join our team. The Election Meeting won’t 
take place until August 22, 2026, however, it’s never too early to seek candidates. Additional information          
regarding elections will be outlined in the summer newsletter. 
 
If interested please contact JoAnne Bonacker, Nominating Chair at (518) 369-9889 or via email 
at jbona5@aol.com. Thank You! 
 

 

http://www.cossayunalake.com
http://www.cossayunalake.com
https://cossayunalake.com/online-sign-up/
mailto:jbona5@aol.com.
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Summary of Recent DEC State-wide Fishing Regulation Changes 

Worth a reminder! The following list provides a brief summary of the most notable recently enacted fishing   
regulation changes announced by the NY State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYDEC): 
 

• Statewide regulation for rainbow trout, brown trout, and splake in lakes and ponds: the 
season is open year-round, with a five-fish daily limit, any size, with a "no more than two 
longer than twelve inches" harvest rule; 

 

• Ice fishing is permitted on all waters in New York unless specifically prohibited with the 
exception of Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, Lewis, St. Lawrence, Warren 
and Washington counties where previous rules remain; 

 

• Specific dates for statewide season openers include: 

May 1 - Walleye, Northern Pike, Pickerel and  Tiger Muskellunge; 

June 1 - Muskellunge ; and 

June 15 - Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass. 

• Walleye population in Skaneateles Lake: No daily possession limit; twelve-inch minimum size limit, open 
year-round; 

 

• The statewide sunfish daily harvest limit is twenty five fish; and 

• The statewide minimum size limit for crappie is  ten inches. 

Mark your calendar for free fishing days this year. June 27-28, September 26, 
and November 11 are designated in NYS. No fishing license is required for any 
freshwater catches.  
 

Watercraft Updates                                                              Lynn Jackson, Education Chair 

As of January 1, 2025 NYS requires all operators of a motorized boat, which includes electric motors, to possess 
proof of completion of a NY boating safety certificate. Currently, the            
certificate is valid for life and doesn't require renewal. There are plenty of 
online courses  available if you can't make our in-person training.  
 
Regardless of the size of your watercraft, you are required to register it in NYS 
if it has a fuel driven or electric motor. So don't forget to do so.   
 
Remember to follow the Clean / Drain / Dry method before launching your 
watercraft as aquatic invasive species if not cleaned off can spread from     
water body to water body. Target your fishing equipment, waders as well as trailers and boats, kayaks, standup 
paddle boards, floating coolers, etc.  

Memorial Bench 

 

A beautiful Memorial Bench was donated to the CLIA by a community member. The 
bench has been placed at the top of the hill near our Memorial Garden, looking out 
over the lake.  If anyone is interested in adding a plaque to the bench, please contact 
Lynn LeCours. 518-253-9377  
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2026 Event Calendar: May - June (be sure to check cossayunalake.com for updates!) 
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2026 Event Calendar: July - August (be sure to check cossayunalake.com for updates!) 
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2025 - 2026 CLIA Officers, Board of Directors & Committee Chairs:   

2025 – 2026 CLIA STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

BYLAWS: John Felicetti  914.441.8266 

FINANCE: Frank Musso 518.692.9855 Rick Ryan 518.860.2916 

LAKE MANAGEMENT: Sheila Rappazzo 518.429.8312, Lynn Wilbur 

518.692.9770 

NOMINATING: Joanne Bonacker   518.369.9889 

2025 – 2026 CLIA OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT  Lynn LeCours  518.253.9377 

VICE PRESIDENT  Peggy Pahoulis  757.635.9891 

TREASURER  Rick Ryan  518.860.2916   

SECRETARY  Kathy Gaughran  914.523.2977 

2025 – 2026 CLIA AD HOC COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

MEMBERSHIP: Bob Reilly 631.897.4811  

SPILLWAY: Gene Henry 518.744.4768 

COMMUNICATIONS: John Felicetti 914.441.8266 

BUILDING & GROUNDS: Jeff Jackson 518.878.9378, Tom LeCours            

518.366.1151 

RENTALS: Bob Reilly 631.897.4811  

SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING: Marie Dumas 212.920.5511,              

Karen Ryan 413.281.2772 

SIGNAGE: JoAnne Bonacker 518.369.9889, Lynn LeCours  

518.253.9377 

DATA MANAGEMENT: John Felicetti 914.441.8266  

EDUCATION: Lynn Jackson 518.878.9384 

HARVESTING: Tom LeCours  518.366.1151, Gene Henry 

518.744.4768 

HERBICIDE: Sheila Rappazzo 518.429.8312 

CSLAP DATA COLLECTION: Lynn Clauer  631.335.4704 

PROMOTION / MERCHANDISE: Tom LeCours 518.366.1151 

INSURANCE: Tom LeCours 518.366.1151 

2025 – 2026 CLIA DIRECTORS 

Joanne Bonacker 

Cathy Cavanagh 

Christine Cooke  

Marie Dumas 

Gene Henry 

Susan Holbritter 

Lynn Jackson 

Sheila Rappazzo 

Bob Reilly 

Karen Ryan 

Lynn Wilbur 

Lisa Zibella 

We’d like to welcome Lynn Wilbur back to the Board of Directors. 
Lynn has been appointed to complete the remainder of Star 
Schmaler’s term as a Director on the Board. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Starr for her many  
contributions to the Board and Association. In addition, a special 
thanks to Lynn who did not hesitate to help out when needed.   
 

JoAnne Bonacker 
Nominations Chair 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Spring is here….please 
mind the posted speed 
limits around 
the lake and 
slow down!  It 
will not only 
make it safer 
for all, but it’s 
easier on the roads! 

Rent a porta potty for a busy weekend, a party or all 
summer! North Country Excavating 
518.852.3588 comes to empty, clean & 
sanitize them on a weekly basis. It’s a great 
deal and helps reduce stress on the lake! 

Online sign-up for membership, herbicide treatment 
harvesting or donations is a snap! Yep, from the    
comfort of your home you can go online and  donate 
by credit or debit card, Venmo or by PayPal.  Just go to  
the CLIA website: www.cossayunalake.com and click 
on the Online Sign-up link at the top of the page.  You 
will need to click on a  separate link for each item you 
wish to pay for online.  
 
Old school? Sure, you can still write a check and mail it 
in with the All-in-One form included in this newsletter, 
or go to the Forms & Applications link on the website.   
Questions? Call or email John Felicetti  @ 
914.441.8266 or jsfelicetti@yahoo.com. 

April is   
Autism 

Awareness 
Month 

Do you rent your lake property? 
If your renters bring their own boat, please 
advise them of the need to thoroughly 
clean their boat before putting it in the 
lake. It is important to make sure that any invasive weeds or      
organisms are removed from the boat and trailer before going in 
the lake.  There is a boat washing station at the Adirondack       
Welcome Center between exits 17 and 18 of the Northway.   
Thanks for your help in keeping our lake healthy and beautiful!  

April 1st was used to celebrate 

the birth of Christ until 350 AD, 

when Pope Julius I declared 

that Christ’s birth would be 

celebrated on December 25th. 

Is “Spring fever” real? While it might sound like an old 
wives tale, spring fever is both    
psychological and physiological.  
The human body can have trouble 
adjusting to the new temperature 
and increase in light.   

Need merch? The CLIA online shop will be 
open shortly so that you can order and pick 
up your gear Memorial Day weekend. We’ll 
let you know via eblast! 

If you plan to sign up for weed harvesting, 
please place your order by May 1st. Early 
submission helps the harvesting crew   
prepare the schedule and maximize our 
efficiency on the water. Thank you and be 
sure to check that your harvesting number 
is legible and visible from the shore. 

As of January 1, 2025, ALL individuals are required to successfully complete an approved online or in-
person course in boater education to operate a motor boat or personal watercraft. Fortunately, the US 
Coast Guard  Auxiliary is holding a 1 day in-person certification course at the CLIA clubhouse on June 6th, 
2026! See the flyer on page 8 of this newsletter. Contact Lynn Enny at 518.499.2883 with questions or to 
register. The deadline for registration is June 1st, 2026. 

Some believe April Fool’s Day originated in 
1582 when France adopted the Gregorian 
calendar, moving New Year’s Day from April 
1st to January 1st. Those slow to hear of the 
change were mocked as fools.  
 
One of the most notable April Fool’s pranks 
was The Spaghetti Harvest (1957): The BBC 
broadcast a report showing Swiss farmers 
harvesting spaghetti from trees, leading many 
viewers to call in asking how to grow their 
own. 

http://www.cossayunalake.com
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2026 
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

https://boothsblendcompost.com/
http://www.karnerdocks.com/
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2026 Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

http://www.lakestyleshop.com/
http://www.maplelandfarms.com/
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2026 Cossayuna Lake 
ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them that you appreciate their support of CLIA.  

https://ww3.truevalue.com/Default.aspx?alias=ww3.truevalue.com/salemhardware
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Go to cossayunalake.com/online-sign-up to renew your membership, 
to sign up for lake harvesting or to make a donation online! 
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JOIN YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION TODAY! 

Benefits of being a member of the CLIA include: Pavilion rental at a very         

reasonable price. Table and chair rentals for parties.  Use of the CLIA beach and 

dock and a voice in the future of our lake.  

 

Anyone who lives within one mile of the lake can be a member.  

Please join us!  

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email instead of paper, go to   
cossayunalake.com/contact-us/  and let us know. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CLIA 

PO BOX 81 

Cossayuna, NY 12823-0081 


